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!• (currently amended) In a database system wherein; group!- 
of users have access to create and edit a plurality! of 
documents stored in the database, a system for peripdically 
clearing the database of stored document replicatioh 
cbnflicts comprising: 

i^eans for designating one jj[Qgument '^n each pair of a 
pl.ura:^itv o:^ at loaot one stored pairs of replication 
conflicting ^documents as the main document and the other of; 
said pair as the secondary document; 

means for storing all documents involved in each of 
sai d at iGQot one plurality of oaid pairs of replication 
conflicting Jdocuments; 

riieans for defining a prioritized se<iuence of pjredeter-. 
mined : attribute values to be applied to distinguish' between? 
the stored 4ocuments in each of sai d pairs of replication ; 
cbnf l^cting l^cuments; and 

Ttieans j?©r ^ytomati^c^ lly periodically ^applying 
pyredel^ermined time intervals said sequence of predeltermined^ 
attribute values to each of said pairs of said plur^ality of 
repli<j:ation conflicting documents to resolve each .conflict 
by eliminating all but one of the documents in oaiq ■ t?enf lldfe 
a Pa4y 9t g9Ag;).4ctinq flgcyim^nta for insufficient A^alue of -a 
predetermined attribute in fiaid applied sequence oij 

Claims 2-4 are cancelled. 

5'. (currently amended) The database system of claini ^ i 
Wherein one - of said sequence of attribute values t<i be 
a^plitd is that only one of said pair of conflicting 
abcum^nts h^s been modified after one o£ said pair ihas beeri 
desigiiatied as the main docvunent to thereby eliminatie said 
unmodified dociiment of said pair. 
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6, (currently amended) The database system of claim :^ i 
whereih one of said sequence of attribute values to=be 

i 

applied is that only one of said pair of conflicting 
documents ha'3 associated entered comments to thereb^ 
eliminate the document of said pair without associated 
comments . 

7; (currently amended) The database system of claims a- 1. 
wherein one of said sequence of attribute values tbj be 
ai>plied is that only one of said pair of conflicting 
documents has an associated date to thereby eliminate the 
document of said pair without an associated date. 
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8. (currently amended) In a method of creating and editing e 
; plurality of documents by a group of users having access to 
; sjiid documents stored in a database* a method for ! 

periodically clearing the database of stored documeht 
. replication conflicts comprising: 

designating one document In each of a plu rajlltv of ; 

said stored "pairs of replication conflicting documents as 
: the main document and the other of said pair as the 

secondary document? 

.storing all documents involved in each of saiid 

• p?-ura^itv pairs of replication conflicting documents? 

defining a prioritized sequence of predetermin'ed 
attribute values to be applied to distinguish between the 
stored documents in each of said pairs of replication 
conflicting documents; and j 

periodically automatical iv applying said seQuejnce of 

- predetermined attribute values at predetermined tlrt^e 

' in^grfaJi^ to each of said pairs of said plurality df 
replication ^conflicting documents to resolve each cjohflict 

; by eliminating q11 but one of the documents in salcj conflict 
for insufficient value of a predetermined attribute in said 

; applied aecn^ff^i^pe of attributes, \ 

Clalm^ 9-11; (cancelled) ! = 

. 12. (Currently amended) The method of claim & ^ wHerein bi^e 
of said seqijience of attribute values to be applied - is that ; 
Qnly one of [said pair of conflicting documents has-been 
modified afier one of said pair has been designated as the : 

• niain iiocume^t to thereby eliminate said unmodified : document 
Of sa|.d paiir* 
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: 13. (durrently amended) The method of claim ^ 5. wherein 6n^: 
I of said sequence of attribute values to be applied is that 
: aesociated comments have been entered for only one bf said 
; pair of conflicting documents to thereby eliminate phe 
document of said pair for without associated entereid 

i 

: comments. 

14. (currently amended) The method of claim ^ & wherein onja 
; of said sequence of attribute values to be applied is that ^ 
: only one of ;said pair of conflicting documents has jan 
: associated date to thereby eliminate the docximent oiif said 
; pair without an associated date. 
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: 15. (qurrently amended) A computer program having cbde 

recorded on a computer readable medium for periodically 
• clearing stclred document replication conflicts in aj database 
'■ system wherein a group of users have access to crea;te and 
! edit a plurality of documents stored in said database, said; 
i program comprising: 

ineans iox designating one ( ^ocument in each pai!r of a^ . 
Plurality at loaot one stored pairs of replication 
conflicting documents as the main document and the iother of: 
said ^air as the secondary document; 

means ior storing all documents involved in eajch of 
sai d at loadt one plurality of said pairs of replication 

• : I ^ 

conflicting 'documents; 

means tor defining a prioritized sequence of predeter-. 
mined: attril^ute values to be applied to distinguisli betweiexii 
the stored documents in each of aai d pairs of replication 
conflicting i documents ; and 

means (or automatically periodically applying iaS; 
predejiermin^d time intervals said sequence of predetermined 
a^trii)ute values to ^^^^ ^flAq pa^rs Qf said pluijality of 
replication J. conflicting documents to resolve each cjonflict 
by eliminating all buto one of the documents in oal4 aonfld!<rt 
paijr of ccmfllctina documents for insufficient \|aiue of ja 
predeterrtinid attribute in paid appiie<a SftqMgncg 

■ ' • ' : 

: ' . \ '. 

cpiaim^ 16-18 (cancelled) . 
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19. (currently amended) The computer program of clajim 4* iS! 
wherein one of said seauence of attribute values to! be 
applied is that only one of said pair of documents ihas been: 
modified after one of said pair has been designated as the ; 
main document to thereby eliminate said unmodified idocumenC' 
of said pair. ; 

20. (currently amended) The computer program of cldim iSj 
wherein one -of said sequence of attribute values td be 
applied is that only one of said pair of conflictlnja 
documents h^s associated entered comments to thereby 
eliminate the document of said pair without associated 
comments. 

: i • • 

21. (currently amended) The computer program of clajim 4* IS 
wherein one of said sequence of attribute values tq be 
applied is that only one of said pair of conf lictlrjg 
documents his an associated date to thereby eliminate the. 
documi^nt of said pair without an associated date* 
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